
 
 
 
 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY STREET, ORANGE, NEW 
JERSEY, ON TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 7,  2010 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE  
CONFERENCE MEETING AT 8:25 PM. 
 
1) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 
2) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 

Hon. Tency A. Eason              (North Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.(South Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed (West Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul-Rasheed has a quorum. 

             
ALSO PRESENT   

 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    _________                  ____X___ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney      ____X___  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legislative Research Officer   ____X___  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator     ____X___  _________ 
 Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office     ____X___                  _________  
 
3)  Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. seq., “Sunshine Law” 

 has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in the Orange 
 Transcript on July 8, 2010, posted on the Bulletin in City Hall and filed in the Office of the 
 Municipal Clerk. 
 

4)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
        
           Conference & Regular Meeting – November 15, 2010 
            
 Motion: Corbitt        Second: Eason 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President 
 Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 



Regular Meeting  December 7, 2010 

- 2 - 

 
  
5)         REPORTS 

 
City Clerk’s Office- Month of November 2010- $181.00 
Department of Planning & Development- Month of September 2010- $26,716.00 
Department of Planning & Development- Month of October 2010- $14,913.00 
 
CONSTABLE REPORTS  
 
None 

    
 President directs Clerk to file reports. 
 
6) COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
  

None  
 

7)        CITIZEN COMMENTS ON GENERAL ISSUES/AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 PURSUANT TO SECTION 4-10 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE  

TOWNSHIP, “EACH PERSON ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL SHALL STEP UP 
TO THE MICROPHONE, SHALL GIVE HIS OR HER NAME IN AN AUDIBLE 
TONE FOR THE RECORDS, AND UNLESS FURTHER TIME IS GRANTED BY  
THE PRESIDING OFFICER, SHALL LIMIT HIS OR HER ADDRESS TO TEN 
(10) MINUTES”. 

 
PUBLIC IS EXPECTED TO CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN A PROPER MANNER, 
ANY DEROGATORY, ABUSIVE OR THREATENING STATEMENTS WILL NOT  
BE PERMITTED. THE CHAIR WILL IMMEDIATELY RULE SUCH CONDUCT  
OUT OF ORDER AND TERMINATE ANY FURTHER COMMENTS. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Karen Wells 
 
Karen Wells of Orange, New Jersey stated her concerns and opinions as follows: 
 

• As it relates to ordinance 32-2010 (Property Maintenance Code- Ch.  156-23); all 
residential property maintenance would be much more attainable if it were 
computerized. 

• As it relates to resolution 312-2010 (Bill List); the bills should be posted on the City’s 
website by way of a PDF file.   Mrs. Wells stated that she and the group she represents 
would like to see this posting by the next City Council Meeting. 

• As it relates to resolution 314-2010 (Associated Humane Societies); this money should 
be used toward a greater cause with respect to the current crisis.  Mrs. Wells was in 
disagreement as to 77K being used for pets. 
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• As it relates to resolution 315-2010 (Tuberculosis Health Clinic for Children) and 316-
2010 (Child Health Clinic); Mrs. Wells asked why the City is providing this service for 
free when it’s the parents responsibility to get their child’s shots.  She stated that there 
are other medical providers who offer this service for free. 

• As it relates to resolution 326-2010 (Lerch, Vinci and Higgins- Budget Consultants); 
Mrs. Wells stated that the Council should do their own budget not outsource it at the 
eleventh hour.  She stated that the Council should acquire the skills needed to do the 
budget, if they don’t already have them. 

• Someone should take a better look at the astronomical bill for Verizon and consider 
seeking other companies that would charge a fraction of the cost of what they’re 
charging. 

• Mrs. Wells apologize for her statement at the last meeting, as the twenty-seven million 
dollars in “Other” is broken down line item by line item in the budget. 

• Mrs. Wells stated that she wanted an explanation from the three Council Members who 
voted against the reassessment, as to why their research advised them to vote against it.  
Mrs. Wells stated that she would provide the website in which the Council Members 
could voice their response. 

• Although the new IT Tech is an intelligent individual, it is as if we’re giving money 
away because the City’s S36 computer system is over seventeen years old and cannot be 
upgraded, per IBM.  Mrs. Wells stated that Councilwoman Williams brought back 
information from the conference that says through Rutgers municipalities can be 
established on-line, which would eliminate the enormous amount of money spent on 
paper, copiers and etc. 

• We should be able to use a credit card online to pay water bills, taxes and purchase 
items from the City of Orange. 

• The Parking Authority is one of the top revenue generators according to the research 
shown for other municipalities and this City needs to establish one. 

• We are paying thirty thousand dollars for a jitney for the seniors when we should have 
applied for two free jitneys for Transit Village.  Mrs. Wells stated that other 
municipalities have obtained these jitneys by way of a grant. 

• The ordinances to remove billboards and flyers should be heavily enforced, especially 
between Highland Avenue and Scotland Road.  This is the job of Code Enforcement not 
our Police. 

 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized James Brenan 
 
James Brenan of 300 Oakwood Avenue stated that public safety officer such as fire and police 
should not be laid-off.   Mr. Brenan stated that there is a latter at Central and Oakwood 
Avenue that appears to be dangling and should be taken down before it falls on someone.  Mr. 
Brenan stated that seniors are being mistreated and made to feel unwelcome in his senior 
building as well as other senior buildings in our City.  He stated that someone needs to stand 
up and fight for the rights of seniors. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized William R. Lewis- (Please see the attached 
document as it relates to Title 40) 
 
William R. Lewis of 600 Mosswood Avenue stated his concerns and opinions as follows: 
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• Provided the Council with legislation that would get the reassessment done for free. 
• There are two lines in the budget of salaries and wages and other expenses.  In the 

budget workbook the breakdown of the other expenses is by sub-account. 
• In response to a statement made by Councilman Morton at a previous meeting, Mr. 

Lewis stated that people do perceive the Council as being dumb.  However, he was in 
agreement with Councilman Morton standing up for his right to attend the League of 
Municipalities conference because there is valuable information to be learned; and by 
talking to different individuals he could gain useful knowledge.  Mr. Lewis stated that a 
number of municipalities are experiencing some of the same problems. 

• November 19th Mr. Lewis attended a hearing regarding Jeffrey Feld because he was 
curious about the topic on tax abatements.  Mr. Lewis stated that the Council should 
have been there to represent the public, as it appears Mr. Feld’s case was on behalf of 
the public.  Mr. Lewis stated if Mr. Feld would have asked him before hand he would 
have suggested that he not file because the case was procedural in nature and the courts 
don’t like to get involved with procedural cases.  The State only gets involved if the 
Council breaks the law so the public has to keep an eye on the Council and see to it that 
their doing their job because no one else is doing it. 

• As it relates to ordinance 34-2010 (Tax Abatement); please see the attached detailed 
packet with respect to when it’s appropriate to draft a resolution or an ordinance, as it 
relates to title 40. 

• Mr. Lewis stated that the same person that didn’t follow protocol when selecting him as 
the fourth Council Member to join a committee is now the Planning Director.  He stated 
that this person has defended HANDS on several occasions, wrong or right, which could 
have a negative effect, as integrity is at stake. Mr. Lewis stated that you have to be 
careful who you recommend. 

• Mr. Lewis advised the Clerk to get a copy of the judge’s opinion from the November 
19th hearing.  He stated that it’s not the headlines or newspaper articles that matter but 
what’s in the opinion. 

 
Director Valerie Jackson approached the podium and asked to be recognized, as she began to 
state that Mr. Lewis had insulted her integrity.  Council President Abdul-Rasheed interrupted 
Director Jackson and informed her that she had not been recognized, and that she will have 
the opportunity to speak at the appointed time. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Jeffrey Feld- (Please see the attached detailed 
statement) 
 
Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street stated with his remaining time that he would like an 
explanation with respect to Article 5 as it relates to an agreement with RPM and the transfer 
of two City owned properties.  Mr. Feld stated that it only suggest that the City shall transfer 
property to RPM without terms and conditions being mentioned.  He stated that there should 
be some clarity with respect to this on behalf of the public. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Valerie Jackson 
 
Council President stated that directors have been allowed to speak in the past.  He then 
granted Director Jackson the same opportunity. 
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Director Jackson of 745 Stirling Drive W. stated her concerns and opinions as follows: 
 

• Director Jackson stated that she does not agree with everything HANDS does as an 
organization. 

• Director Jackson stated that former Councilman Lewis is not familiar with the role of 
the Director of Planning and Economic Development for the City of Orange.  Director 
Jackson stated that the role is basically to move housing and economic development 
that makes sense for the City of Orange forward and she is proud of her role.  

• Director Jackson shared the positive feedback that she received at the League of 
Municipalities as Orange is receiving positive press across the state.  Orange has been 
recognized in magazines that are sent to all municipalities. 

• Director Jackson stated that many individuals come to the podium with agendas but 
never to give thanks.  She went on to thank the Mayor, Council, City Staff, RPM, 
HANDS and OHA for the accomplishments they’ve made within the last two years.  
Director Jackson stated that we’ve made significant strides in the worse recession that 
she has ever seen. 

• Director Jackson stated that we have made accomplishments that are tangible and you 
can reach out and touch them.  She went on to list them as follows: 

o 140 families from Walter G. Alexander have been relocated as part of a 
community initiative; two buildings have been demolished; secured twenty-four 
million dollars in funding for the construction of one hundred and ten housing 
units in the City of Orange; construction of development of seventy units on the 
corner of Central Avenue and South Center Street; Donnelly Building in on 
South Center Street across from Sandwiches and it houses the center for 
Cerebral Palsy, which relocated out of  East Orange into Orange, along with 
state of the art apartments atop of the center; Hat City Kitchen is in the Valley, 
just down the street from Luna Stage (located in West Orange on Valley St.); 
The Urban Farm is in the Valley with over three hundred acres of produce; 
Highland Lofts; secured five million dollars for neighborhood stabilization 
program to construct new housing and to rehab housing; a nationwide case 
study is being done on us as a model for abandon and vacant properties; 
brought in new registration revenue for abandon and vacant properties; 
demolished over eighteen of the most blighted properties and boarded up 
twenty-five of the most unsafe structures in the City; new business have come to 
Orange- UPS Store, (2) Metro PCS, T-Mobile, Algarve, Gladiator Gym and 
many others  

 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Jamie Anderson  
 
Jamie Anderson of Tremont Avenue stated that he has been a resident of Orange for over 38 
years and he’s a proud firefighter.  Mr. Anderson stated that he like the positivity that 
Director Jackson shared about Orange but who will protect all of it without the proper staffing 
of Police and Firefighters.   
 
Mr. Anderson began by asking what happened to the morals of the City of Orange.  He asked 
how could those who live, work and gone through the school system here be laid-off before  
 
 
 



Regular Meeting  December 7, 2010 

- 6 - 

those individuals who never lived here and are here as part of a political favor and could care 
less about Orange.  Mr. Anderson stated that he has been a resident of Orange since the age of 
ten and known by most of those present, from then to now.  Mr. Anderson stated that he could 
have lived many places but he chose Orange because of its family values.   
 
Mr. Anderson stated that there is a lot of history here that’s being destroyed by targeting 
individuals who have nothing to do with the financial state that this town is in.  He stated that 
it is false to blame it on the unions because no one waste money like politicians; an analogy was 
made in comparison to a drug dealer who would not have made elaborate changes to his car 
had he had to work for the money.  Mr. Anderson stated that it’s not right for families who 
have just got here, to take the money of those who have been here to raise their families and 
spend the money elsewhere.  Mr. Anderson stated that he hopes those who claim to know the 
Father find it in their heart to fight this because it’s not right. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that he has proudly served this City for twenty years under the Brown, 
Hackett and now the Hawkins Administration, and through that he’s seen cases of CSI 
investigation, cases of corruption and through it all the same individual has been the overseer 
of the finances of this City.  However, the CFO has been absent during this time that some are 
saying they haven’t seen since the “Great Depression”.  Mr. Anderson stated that the CFO, 
Jack Kelly needs to be present to answer some of the difficult questions that the citizens have. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that Councilman Marable stated that there should be a proposed budget 
before decisions are made as to the lay-offs and despite the Mayor’s proposals taxes will still 
rise.  Mr. Anderson stated that Mr. Kelly should be here to answer the difficult questions.  He 
asked what happen to transparency because the lack thereof suggests that someone has 
something to hide.  Mr. Anderson stated that the Mayor is asking City employees to give back 
twenty percent but without a budget who truly knows what that figure is. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that surrounding municipalities such as East Orange received 2.85 
million in State Aid and Irvington received 1 million in State Aid and that’s because they 
submitted their application on time and they had a budget in place.  He stated that Orange 
continues to miss out because of mismanagement and we need a budget in place to determine 
what really needs to be done.  Mr. Anderson stated that we need someone operating in a full-
time capacity that can make submission in a timely manner to get the City what it needs. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that this Council asked the Administration numerous time to produce a 
budget, in order to make accurate financial decisions on behalf of this City.  However, the 
Administration continues to hide out of fear of doubling taxes.  Mr. Anderson asked the 
citizens of Orange not to be fooled because the budget cuts are based on a lack of leadership, 
along with non-essential hiring and financial waste.  He stated that the Administration is 
looking to place blame on the City Council and City Employees so when re-election rolls 
around the blame can be placed elsewhere. 
 
Mr. Anderson asked how much the City of Orange is going to pay for a weekend CFO as 
stated by Mr. Mason, at the previous Council Meeting.  He stated that an extra 15K can be 
added to the current CFO’s salary and in his place hire a full-time employee.  He then stated 
that the Mayor continues to preach financial responsibility yet he hired nine non-essential 
employees at top salaries but proposing demotions and lay-offs.  Mr. Anderson stated that the 
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 Mayor hired himself as Fire Director fifteen days after being elected and refused to pay that 
money back; failed to hire twelve firefighters with grant money we could have had; failed to 
submit a budget causing the City to lose State Aid; has not hired firefighters except for himself 
causing an influx in overtime; planning lay-offs of Orange residents while hiring non-essential, 
non-residents; decreased City’s workforce while services drastically increase; asked for three 
million from the unions in savings but the bottom line is four million. 
 
Mr. Anderson asked that caution is used when cutting services to the community because the 
outcome may greater than the service.  Mr. Anderson reiterated, with all the great things 
happening in Orange who will protect them.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Bruce Meyer 
 
Bruce Meyer of 500 Berkley stated his concerns and opinions as follows:  
 

• Mr. Meyer stated that Karen Wells had spoke of ideas to reduce the budget and to gain 
revenue which he has been speaking on for the past three years, while serving on the 
Citizen Budget Advisory Committee. 

• Mr. Meyer commended Director Jackson on highlighting the positive things that are 
happening in the City.  He then thanked those employees such as Director Jackson, 
Director Kemp and the Police Director who wear three or more hats to get the job 
done. 

•  Mr. Meyer stated that we are facing a worldwide recession.  He stated that the 
employee’s wages and benefits is what cost the most so they are normally the first to be 
cut.   

• Those most affected by the lay-offs are our police, fire and public works department.  
Mr. Meyer stated even with the plan to lay-off spending hasn’t changed, as per the bill 
list. 

• Mr. Meyer stated that Nutley is another municipality with parallel similarities as it 
relates to the state where currently in.  He stated that the average home in Nutley is 
three hundred thousand dollars which is a tax rate of approximately three thousand 
dollars a month.  However, using the Appraiser and Tax Assessor numbers the taxes for 
Orange would be approximately ten thousand dollars.  Mr. Meyer stated that thirty 
four percent of the taxes go towards schools and those taxes come from places such as 
Nutley and West Orange.  Orange currently does not pay taxes towards schools because 
of Abbot School funding, which will not last.   

• Mr. Meyer stated that the fifty-eight million dollars that was in the budget last year was 
just for municipal spending.  However, the school portion of it more than doubles that. 
Mr. Meyer stated with Nutley paying for their schools and municipality they are paying 
approximately four hundred and thirty-seven dollars per person in taxes on average. 

• Orange is paying one thousand, seven hundred and sixty four dollars per person in 
taxes on average. 

• Only twenty-five percent of the residents in Orange are homeowners and they’re 
carrying the tax burden for the other seventy-five percent.  Renters can deduct utilities 
and other items and what is left of their income is what they can base their taxes on. 

• Homeowners have to pay their property taxes first and if there is anything left they can 
live on that. 
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• Mr. Meyer stated that this municipality has taken over homes and is basically charging 
the homeowners rent without any regulations. 

• We are looking at an approximate twenty percent tax hike.  If we lose homeowners, we 
are losing our tax base.  As the property taxes go up, the values go down and then the 
homes are reassessed for less. 

• In order to bring development into a City with high taxes you have to give higher tax 
abatements and pilot fees which mean it’s subsidized by a small group of home owners. 

•  Business will base their decision on demographics, as to whether or not they want to 
come to Orange.  As we increase our low income housing we will have less new 
businesses of national corporations, as we would normally have and there will begin to 
be a downward spiral. 

• Mr. Meyer stated that every decision made is a trade off.  He stated that we are paying 
eighteen thousand dollars for a budget advisor when the budget is already done.    
 

Mr. Meyer stated to Councilman Corbitt that every time we sign off on a resolution that 
becomes part of the budget and we can’t go back and re-do those things.  Mr. Meyer stated 
that Emergency Appropriations by law becomes a part of the budget.  He stated that the 
budget was created as the money had already been spent.  Mr. Meyer stated that he agrees 
with Councilman Marable that eighteen thousand dollars is a waste of money.  However, if it 
had been under other circumstances it may have been worthwhile but in this case it’s costing 
jobs.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Gloria Stewart  
 
Gloria Stewart of 62 Hampton Terrace stated she has a headache after listening to all that had 
been said thus far.  Mrs. Stewart stated as it relates to the budget that were still missing out on 
money and she would like to know why.  She stated that she’s looking at intentional grounding 
(football term) on the part of the Administration and she would like some answers. 
 
Mrs. Stewart stated her concerns and opinions as follows: 
 

• Mrs. Stewart stated that some are born with a silver spoon and some marry a silver 
spoon.  But we don’t want to be the ones that have to polish those silver spoons.  Mrs. 
Stewart stated that she feels the reason some are getting laid-off is because of the 
mismanagement on the part of the Administration. 

 
• Mrs. Stewart stated that she like the positive things Director Jackson said about Orange 

but she feels like she’s on the outside looking in.  She stated until the developers are 
getting the brake but we have to bear the burden, until they get to the point where they 
do their fair share as it relates to taxes. 

 
• Mrs. Stewart asked for the status of the CFO. 

 
• Mrs. Stewart stated that Councilman Marable disagreed with the hiring of a Deputy 

Clerk but she feels that we still need one.  She stated that she was told that money had 
already been allotted for the individual.   
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• Mrs. Stewart stated with respect to 593 Lincoln Avenue the Board of Education is still 
waiting for the City to turn it back over to them.  She stated with all the redevelopment 
there will be more families coming in to town with, which signals a greater need for 
more schools and more space for our students.  

 
• Firefighters and Police Officers are essential to the well being of our citizens so what 

impact will these lay-offs have on our City.  Mrs. Stewart reiterated that there is 
already a shortage of firemen as previously stated by Firefighter Padilla, and because of 
the shortage the fire on Oakwood Avenue and 399 Lincoln Avenue had to be put out 
with the assistance of neighboring firefighters.  

 
• Were the positions of those who retired ever filled? 
• If there are lay-offs will overtime increase whereas we’ll have to rehire those who were 

let go, as they did in Irvington. 
• Mrs. Stewart expressed grief over those who lost their lives to violence in the community. 
• Mrs. Stewart asked that developers offer something to the youth in a form of recreation 

and not just look for abatements.   
• Mrs. Stewart stated who would want to commit to a development without the strong 

presence of Police and Fire. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized John Mason, Business Administrator 
 
Mr. Mason stated that we are still advertising for a full-time CFO but haven’t gotten any 
applicants who fell within our salary range.  Mr. Mason stated that it would be beneficial to him 
to have a full-time CFO on staff so that he can continue to fulfill his job at its capacity. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a motion to Close Citizen Comments. 

 
 Motion: Corbitt   Voice Vote   Second: Eason 
 
8)         COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 

Councilman Corbitt in response to Mr. Meyer stated that he is aware that once money is gone, 
it’s gone.   He stated to Mr. Meyer that he doesn’t have the supporting documentation that is 
attached to those ordinances that he had mentioned, which shows that the money that was spent 
is in fact being taken out of this year’s budget.  Councilman Corbitt stated that he wanted to be 
sure that the directors and everyone else is on the same page as it relates to money being spent 
for those contracts. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated that he’s concerns with the lay-offs of our police officers and the two 
recent homicides.  He stated that there has been a police car sitting on the corner of Lincoln and 
Mechanic Street for a couple of weeks serving as a deterrent.  However, the criminals are 
watching and with the lay-off of police we’ll have to be leery walking out of our own front doors.   
 
 
 
 



Regular Meeting  December 7, 2010 

- 10 - 

Councilman Corbitt stated that he’s concerns as to where we stand with the budget.  He stated 
that the Council approved a temporary budget of nine percent back in July and normally after 
three months the Administration would come back to the Council and ask for an emergency 
appropriation but that has not happened.   
 
Councilman Corbitt asked Mr. Mason if the Administration is doing that well with the nine 
percent introduced budget. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Mr. Mason 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the Council approved a preliminary tax levy for fiscal year 2011 for over 
three million dollars with the amount to raised by taxation, which exceeds the four percent tax 
levy that we need to adhere to.  He stated that the three million dollars in State Aid was lost 
which included the UEZ monies.   Mr. Mason stated as it relates to the temporary budget 
expenditures we are within those parameters of that particular budget document, to the best of 
his knowledge.  He stated that the Administration will come back to amend the temporary 
budget appropriations if they need to do so. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated that he understands that the Director of finance can’t make the 
meeting because he’s part-time; although he wishes that he could so that he could answer some 
unanswered questions.  However, we do have a Deputy Director of Finance who is being paid 
seventy-two thousand dollars so why isn’t he in attendance at some of these meetings to answer 
questions. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that he would have to review that with him.  However, he is 
currently pursuing a degree in his own certification as a Municipal Finance Officer and his 
courses conflict with the meeting schedule because they’re held in the evening. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated, all though Mr. Kelly is part-time is it possible for him to attend some 
of our meetings as well. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that he will discuss this inquiry with Mr. Kelly but this is all subject to his 
schedule as well. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 

Councilwoman Eason began by stating that she had driven down and back to the League of 
Municipalities on Wednesday.  She agreed with former Councilman Lewis with respect to how 
beneficial the seminars are, as there is a wealth of information to be learned; as well as an 
opportunity to network with other municipalities to increase in knowledge.  Councilwoman 
Eason stated to those of her colleagues who had gone to the conference that it was well worth it.  
She stated for those who made a big deal about attending the conference last year but had gone 
this year and didn’t make it an issue, there must have been a hidden agenda last year.  
Councilwoman Eason stated that one seminar suggest taking the school tax out of the property 
taxes to get the taxes down.  She stated that it should be kept separate and picked up at state 
level, where the state funds our schools.  Councilwoman Eason stated that there would be an 
increased tax on alcohol and cigarettes which is a couple of pennies versus the homeowner 
paying that tax. 
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Councilwoman Eason stated that it is her wish that we mirror the state of the art police 
department they have in Livingston, instead of doing patch work at our police department.  
Councilwoman Eason stated that last week was tough for her because a young man that she 
counseled in middle school was killed in Orange; we had two murders within twenty-four hours 
and a carjacking on Main Street this afternoon.  Councilwoman Eason echoed the same 
sentiment as firefighter Anderson stating that she is happy to hear about all that’s going on in 
Orange, as previously stated by Director Jackson but who will protect us with the lay-off of 
police.  She asked with businesses coming to Main Street, if the people aren’t safe in Orange, 
why would they shop in Orange.   
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that the newspaper said she was emotional at the last meeting as it 
relates to lay-offs because her son is an Orange Police Officer and rightfully so.  Councilwoman 
Eason stated that she doesn’t love her son any more than the Mayor’s parents love him, and his 
dad is currently suing West Orange for twenty-five million dollars because he thought that did 
something wrong to his son.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she has a hundred and four sons 
and daughters at the police department and they deserve to stay working because we need them.  
She stated that they have worked very hard going through the academy to get those jobs and it’s 
not right that they’re just laid-off.  Councilwoman Eason stated that there is somewhere else 
that we can look to cushion that blow and not lay-off police officers.  
 
Councilwoman Eason asked how soon we will have an introduced budget.  She stated the reason 
that we didn’t receive transitional aid is because we submitted an incomplete application and 
didn’t have an introduced budget.  Councilwoman Eason stated that East Orange, Irvington and 
Camden received transitional aid because they had a budget. Councilwoman Eason stated to 
Mr. Mason that it would have been better to have introduced budget and be concerned with 
taxes in the double digits, later.  At least if there was an introduced budget Council would have 
had something to work with, and would have been able to review and break it down. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked Mr. Mason how soon we will have an introduced budget. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that salary and wages are still a great factor as it is ninety-five percent of our 
budget.  He stated the budget that would have been provided would not have been accurate and 
we could never provide an inaccurate budget to the State, Council of Citizens to review and 
comment upon.  Mr. Mason stated that he is encourage by the meetings that he has had lately 
with the Police Union as they have come to some amicable agreements; and hope that other 
unions will come around so that we can avoid these lay-offs.  Mr. Masons stated that the goal is 
to save enough money in negotiations with our various unions to avoid these lay-offs, and he’s 
hopeful that the budget that will be submitted to the Council for their review and consideration 
will allow for that. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated to Mr. Mason that every business deal he does begins and ends with 
the budget.  Therefore, the Council could have begun to review the budget and determine where 
to make cuts.  She stated, especially where the bill list is concerned and money that has been 
spent, as previously stated by Bruce Meyer. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that it depends on the talks they have with the unions, which will 
dictate estimates of appropriations on salaries and the Administration would like for it to be 
accurate before presenting it to the State, Council, Citizens and all those who have input on the  
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budget.  Mr. Mason reiterated that he is hopeful that the talks will lead to amicable results 
which offset a reduction in lay-offs.  He stated that he would hope to have an accurate budget at 
that point. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked how we know what to cut if we don’t have a budget that says what 
we really need. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that we know that the State has cut our aid and UEZ by three million dollars. 
Mr. Mason stated, what we have learned more recently after receiving the Annual Financial 
Statement is that there is an additional deficit when you count certain revenue loses and 
mandated cost increases that we have to make; such as an increase in pension contributions and 
an increase in health insurance will occur come January 1st , which will add up to another three 
million deficit.  Therefore, we know it’s approximately six million dollars all together.  Mr. 
Mason stated that they are trying to find a way to save three million dollars of the State Aid cut 
with the unions.  He stated that the rest will be discussed with the Mayor and Council when that 
time comes. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated, if we had an introduced budget then we would have had a 
complete application, and would have been in right standing to receive three point eight million 
from the State.  However, since the application was incomplete we’ll never know. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that Camden received state aid and they’re still laying-off half their police 
force. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that Camden is a much larger City.  She stated that they may lay 
them off and hire them back as Irvington has, when they realize how the crime rate is 
increasing.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she would like to see a budget before Christmas so 
that she can study it over the holiday.   
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she is in favor of the budget consultant and would hope that 
this Council is in favor as well.  Therefore the Council will have someone who represents them as 
to avoid shifting the power back to the Administration.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she 
would like to see the Council take on this task with the help of a Budget Consultant, as they need 
to take their power back and represent the citizens who voted them into office.   

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Darrell Holcomb with respect to resolution 314-2010 for the 
 National Humane Society, why is it necessary that we have that service in place. 
 
 Mr. Holcomb stated that the Humane Society is where our Animal Control Officer, Rudolph 
 Giordano takes strays, dangerous and/ or displaced animals.  Mr. Holcomb stated that they are 
 looking into collaborative efforts but the Humane Society is the only option for a number of 
 towns at this point.  
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated with respect to resolutions 315 (Dr. Rosario Zambrano- TB 
 testing) and 316 (Patrick Van Martin-Yeboah- Child Health Clinic), the clinic is not only for 
 people who don’t have health care to come get their shots but it serves as a place where  
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 individuals can come if they happen to get a communicable disease and the doctor can file a 
 report. 
 
 Mr. Holcomb stated monthly and quarterly reports are sent to the state by the doctors advising 
 them of the current healthcare status of those who come into the clinic for both Child Health 
 Clinic and TB testing.  Mr. Holcomb stated that the doctors also provide follow-up in cases 
 where someone has been infected.  He stated that there have been cases where the police 
 department had to assist with a follow up to the homes of individuals to assure that they are 
 following protocol and taking the right dosage of medication.   
 

Councilwoman Williams stated as it relates to the budget she and her Council Colleagues had 
received an explanation from Jack Kelly which stated that “Other” for line items is usually for 
stamps and such items because you never know how much it will amount to.  Councilwoman 
Williams stated that the Council was not pleased with the explanation but was told that it was 
standard throughout the state of New Jersey. Councilwoman Williams stated that she wasn’t 
advising that the police, police people from putting flyers on windshields but to uphold the 
ordinance from the sixties that tells them not to place flyers on police vehicles.  
 
Councilwoman Williams asked when the IT Person was hired. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Mr. Mason 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the IT person was just hired part time and we will have a savings as a 
result of that move.  
 
Councilwoman Williams asked what his part-time salary is. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that he’s being paid forty dollars an hour, which far less than 
what we we’re paying the consultant. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked when does the contract end with the Braker Group.  Will there 
services end December 31st? 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the contract has ended and we’re currently on a month to month basis 
with them.  Mr. Mason stated that we will have a transition when deemed appropriated but 
there are some security issues that he doesn’t wish to get in to at this juncture. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if there was an approximate time that the consultant will 
transition out and the IT person will become full-time. 
 
Mr. Mason replied, not yet but soon. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if Mr. Mason could respond with a more definitive answer. 
 
Mr. Mason replied, later. 
 

 Councilwoman Williams asked if the opinion for the Feld case had come in yet. 
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 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
 
 Mr. Braker in response stated that the opinion was entered on the record.  Mr. Braker stated 
 that he ordered the transcript hasn’t received it as of yet.  Mr. Braker stated that he will have 
 some comments on the case. 

 
Councilwoman Williams thanked firefighter Anderson for his comments.  She stated that she 
and other Council Members have spoken about the lack of having a full-time CFO, and wanted 
the citizens to know that she monitors the NJLM website and there is currently three other 
municipalities in search of a CFO as well.  Councilwoman Williams stated that it took Plainfield 
three years to fill their CFO position so it appears to be a difficult position to fill. 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated as it relates to the Budget Consultant, eighteen thousand dollars 
is the maximum that he is allotted and as history shows the full amount will be used.  
Councilwoman Williams stated while the Council is versed on a number of things she feels we 
need a Budget Consultant.  Councilwoman Williams stated that the Budget Consultant advised 
that his services will include a review of the following line items: 

• salary & wage request 
• department and other expense request 
• insurance cost 
• statutory cost (i.e. – pension & social security) 
• solid waste expense 
• debit requirement and any relevant manner 
• simplify budget and make it more user friendly 
• firm provide a detailed tax analysis that will impact the citizens of Orange 
 

Councilwoman Williams stated that these consultants work with other municipalities and have a 
broader view as to what’s going on in the State of New Jersey and especially in this climate.  She 
stated that she will be in support of the budget consultant.  Councilwoman Williams stated, once 
we have the budget the Council will have to come up with creative ways to save the homeowners 
money and save jobs, and maintain services in the City; and how to deliver it all a very 
reasonable cost.  Councilwoman Williams stated that she wanted the residents to know why 
she’s in favor of a budget consultant.  She stated that it is on their behalf that he decision had 
been made. 
 
Councilwoman Williams sent out her heart felt condolences to those families who have lost loved 
ones to violence over the past week.  Councilwoman Williams stated that she, Linda Jones-Bell 
and other leaders in the community will hold a rally/caravan on Saturday, which will begin at 
noon in the North Ward, at Washington and Day Street, Hickory and Chapman and ending at 
Wilson and Oakwood Place.  Councilwoman Williams stated that the guess speaker is Sergeant 
Delacey Davis, who will give some encouraging words as to how we can get this community back 
on track. 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated that select Council Members and St. Matthews AME church will 
come together on next Thursday, December 16th at 7 pm to provide a town hall discussion for 
this community in light of the challenges we are facing here in the City of Orange.  She stated 
that there will be guess speakers and that the community is welcome to attend. 
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Councilwoman Williams stated reiterated that it was stated at the NJLM conference that 
Orange may be used as a model in terms of its success with vacant and abandoned properties, as 
previously stated by Director Jackson.  Councilwoman Williams stated that she found out that 
the gentleman that’s over the project is also an Orange resident and he is willing to come speak 
on vacant and abandon properties.  However, she will need to coordinate schedules with Council 
President.  Councilwoman Williams stated, despite what’s going on in our house, we look like a 
progressive City in Atlantic City.   

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 

Councilman Morton stated that Bench Work is a company who are working with Mayor Corey 
Booker and other municipalities to help with job placement.  He asked that all who are 
interested sign the clipboard or call him at 862-253-3933.  Councilman Morton stated that Karen 
Wells mentioned a list of positive things and it is important to network because you never know 
the knowledge you can gain from another individual.    
 
Councilman Morton stated as it relates to the reassessment that he didn’t vote for it and he has 
his reasons as to why he didn’t.  Councilman Morton apologized if a statement that he made at 
the last Council Meeting offended anyone.  However, he feels that the Council deserves to go to 
the League of Municipalities because it’s grounds for them to learn.   Councilman Morton stated 
that it takes a lot of learning to become a successful Council Person.  He stated that Mr. Lewis 
didn’t start off knowing all that he knows now because it’s a learning process.   
 
Councilman Morton stated that there needs to be a greater police presence near ATM machines 
because of the holiday season and because it gets dark early.  Councilman Morton stated that 
there was a drive by shooting on 78 William Street on November 18th.  He stated that a man was 
beaten due to a case of mistaken identity right in front of his home.   Councilman Morton stated 
that there was excessive force used in this instance and he wanted to know if Director Rappaport 
knew anything about.  He asked the police not to be too aggressive. 
 
Councilman Morton asked Dwayne Warren if there was any part of the lay-off process whereas 
the Council could weigh in on because the citizens want to know. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Dwayne Warren, Legislative Research Officer 
 
Mr. Warren in response stated that the lay-off issue is a labor issue, which makes it an 
Administrative issue.  He stated that any advice given would have to first go through City 
Attorney Barker or whoever will be in charge of the negotiations.  Mr. Warren stated that the 
issue is budgetary and if Council finds something in the budget that can prevent lay-offs then 
they could certainly make a recommendation. 
 
Councilman Morton stated that everything is based on having a budget, which not available at 
this time.  Councilman Morton stated that he is favor of a Budget Consultant because we need 
someone who can come in and help out.  However, maybe we can change the terms as it relates 
to the going rate for the services provided. 
 

 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Jones-Bell 
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Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that the League of Municipalities was a bit overwhelming as 
there was a lot to learn.  Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that she stood at the podium as a 
resident and suggested that not all Council Members go the conference but has since changed 
her mind.  As a Councilwoman she realize how it important it is to grasp every opportunity to 
learn, with your reach.   
 
Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that we shouldn’t expend too much for a budget consultant 
because we have attorney’s who may be able to assist with some of the rights and wrongs with 
respect to the budget. Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that they need a certain level of 
education in order to function appropriately in their job.  She stated that her colleague Edward 
Marable is an attorney and Marvin Braker is an attorney, and if it were agreed upon, the City 
Council could meet outside of scheduled meeting hours to put together a plan that was workable 
for all those who were involved.   Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that she knows the feeling of 
being laid-off and her heart goes out to those who have to face this.  She stated we all have to 
give back something, whether it is a day of month off, as it is better to lose a few days then lose a 
job. 
  
Councilwoman Jones-bell stated that she agrees with both Bruce Meyer and Karen Wells as an 
antiquated system will not work.   
 
Councilwoman Jones-Bell asked for City Attorney Marvin Braker’s take on the Jeff Feld’s case 
since she was not present.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that he will allow Mr. Braker to speak on the case after 
Council Comments. 
 
Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that we need a budget so that we know the direction in which 
we should go. 

  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 

Councilman Marable stated that revelation that came to him in his life said, “That you can be 
doing good work but not God’s work”.  He stated that you can do things that are helpful and up 
lifting but that don’t make it God’s work.  He stated that the time has come in Orange as he sees 
it, to start doing God’s work.  Councilman Marable stated that he understands that seminars 
and budget consultants can be helpful but if it saves a job by not doing that,  then that is God’s 
work, and that’s our work now. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed thanked the Administration for having some of its employees 
at the West Ward town hall meeting (Lt. Soto, Calvin Bell- Stephanie Gidigbi, Tony DeSormes ).  
Council President thanked those who volunteered their time to hear the concerns of those in that 
area. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked that the Clerk cease asking for prayer during the 
moment of silence.  He stated that this had already been asked of the Clerk in the past. Council 
President stated that he has nothing against God.  However, a moment of silence is just that as 
his colleagues would agree; there is a time and place for that.  Council President stated that he 
will put this in writing if need be. 
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Council President stated with respect to the budget consultant, he’s being paid as his services are 
rendered so it’s up to his colleagues to vote it up or down as they see fit.  Council President 
stated that he is in favor of the budget consultant. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated to his colleagues that he would like to appoint there 
members of this governing body to research the status of the reservoir and report back to him 
their findings.  He stated that it can be independent and apart from the Mayor and his 
communications with Essex County Officials. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked that the Council receive the Monthly Financial Report 
from the Administration at the time that it’s due. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed announced that there will be an ABC (Alcohol and Beverage 
Commission) Board Meeting at 6 pm, at the Police Station on Thursday, December 9th.  He 
stated that the purpose of the meeting is to address and establishment with a liquor license.   
 
Council President stated with respect the Financial Statement, it is on record that Councilman 
Corbitt and other Council Members have asked for this document as previous meetings.  He 
stated that it was last stated that there were individuals who needed to sign off on the document, 
which was the Tax Assessor and Construction Official.  Council President stated that it’s now 
December 7th and we’re still without a Financial Statement as the Administration bent over 
backwards for the reassessment. 
 
Council President asked Mr. Mason where is the Financial Monthly report that he has requested 
time and time again.  He stated that he had last received this statement while in the hospital. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed thanked Campanella Godfrey for stating on the bottom of the 
screen that there were technical difficulties during the November 15th meeting, with respect to 
Lt. Boggier’s statement being omitted.  Although, the video and audio had still been recorded 
and aired on channel 35, without a glitch. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked Mr. Mason for the status of the Financial Statement. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that the Financial is now available in its entirety and he’ll 
certainly see that Council President gets a copy. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked Mr. Mason when it became available. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated, late last week. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked the Clerk if he had received a copy in his office. 
 
The Clerk replied, no. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed then asked if any of his colleagues have received the Financial 
Statement  
 
The City Council replied, no. 
 
 



Regular Meeting  December 7, 2010 

- 18 - 

Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked if the Financial Statement was received last week then 
why wasn’t it in the Council’s mailbox. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that he didn’t know but will certainly find out why it hadn’t been transmitted 
down to the Clerk’s Office.  He stated that Unions asked for it and first priority for him was to 
get it to the Unions so that they could document for them their financial position, as they were 
looking to verify that. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated, even if that were the case couldn’t there have been a 
copy made for both the Council and Unions. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that he tries not to spend his time making copies because he has 
more important things.  However, he will be sure to get a copy to Council President as quickly as 
possible.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated for the record that he will not be voting on anything 
with a dollar sign.  Council President stated that he thought the priority would have been to 
make this document available to the Council. 
 
The Clerk stated to Council President that it is important that Trenton gets a copy of the 
Financial Statement. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that this is not the arena for this topic and the Clerk 
can discuss that matter with the BA. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Extend the Meeting at 10:35 pm. 
 
Motion: Jones-Bell        Second: Williams 
 
The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 

 
 Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton and Williams  
 Nays: Corbitt, Marable and Abdul- Rasheed 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Three Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
  

Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that he will allow City Attorney Marvin Braker the 
opportunity to speak on the outcome as to the Jeffrey Feld case because he is the City Attorney, 
he was in attendance and he would like to make comments.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
 
Mr. Braker stated the following: 
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Council President through you and the rest of the governing body and to the public, I was at the 
November 19th hearing and I’ve been asked a lot of questions, since that hearing and relative to 
what happened, transpired, etc.  I did listen to the arguments, there were extensive arguments, 
there were extensive briefings.  I thought Judge Kennedy who heard the matter was extremely 
patient with all parties and quite frankly he entered a ruling dismissing the Feld lawsuits.  He 
did ask some operative questions.  Some of the questions had to do with; perhaps these are issue 
that you should take up with your State Legislator or with the State Legislators, as opposed to 
him essentially wanting to legislate from the bench.  In essence overturn statutes that were in 
existence.  He also made a comment about, “Don’t municipalities do these kinds of things to spur 
economic development”, “Aren’t these vehicles that they use” because there was a discussion 
about tax abatement etc.   His comments were very direct with at least the comments that I 
heard and that was my impression.  Now, I do know that there has been a question of whether or 
not this whole characterization about it being frivolous, of the law suit being frivolous.   It’s a 
matter of interpretation as far as I’m concerned.  Because I will say this, as I understand and 
I’m sure many lay people probably understand the concept of frivolous.  It basically talks about 
the meaning of it is having little prospect for success, that something maybe insufficient; maybe 
on its face.  This is conceptually what the concept of frivolous means; it means that the points 
that you make, the material points that one makes cannot be controverted by the opposing 
pleadings and so it is a matter of interpretation.  If one thinks of frivolous in that sense, well 
sure, it would be appropriate to characterize it as frivolous.  Threats of lawsuits and litigation 
against the City, I get these and I got them from Mr. Feld.  I saw a recent correspondence where 
there was threatening litigation relative to defamation etc.  I just find it to be almost hypocritical 
if you will because I think members of the Administration over the years have been maligned.  
It’s my opinion that particular members of the Administration, particularly those in Planning 
and Development have certainly been defamed and I will say that without equivocation.  I have a 
file in my office as probably as thick as this desk I’m at with correspondence written to every 
official in the state.  You talk about communicating with third parties.  How about the State 
Chamber of Commerce? How about the Attorney General? How about the Authorities Unit of 
the Governor’s Office? How about the UEZ, State UEZ?  All with negative comments and I 
think very besmirching comments particularly with respect to Ms. Jackson, and earlier with 
respect to Marty Maze because this is not something that happened over the past five or six 
months but something that’s happened over a three year period; so if we’re going to talk about 
defamation, let’s talk about defamation.  I think we have to be careful what we come up to this 
microphone or anywhere else and say.  Now some people will not be careful, they’ll be reckless 
and say; and essentially I guess the thoughts are, you can get away with it.  But with this 
litigation for instance, the Judge was very clear.  He dismissed the lawsuits, he dismissed them 
with prejudice.  An opinion will be forthcoming and I’m sure there will be further comments in 
that opinion.  I heard Mr. Feld say “Nobody called me to consult with me about the article” or 
some article that was released or some press release that was released.  I cannot tell you how 
many times I been quoted in the paper or comments made about me in the paper, and nobody 
ever called me and say “Hey listen”, “Well let me get Marvin Barkers opinion about something”.  
There was an article some months ago.  I think it had to do with Mr. Feld had gone to court, 
claimed victory on something that had to do with the Open Public Records Act and said that 
they were successful; big headline.  But what he didn’t say was subsequent to that Judge 
Coleman issued a ruling and said, “Let me clarify what I had to say”.   I have a copy of that 
ruling here and in it he said, “I’m not saying that the City has to provide legal opinions, 
recommendations, advices, notes or consultative materials; the same things I had been saying.  
He said, “The City does not have to provide those kinds of things” and then he went to say on his  
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last page, he made it very clear.  This whole argument about your doing the peoples work; this is 
what Judge Coleman had to say about this whole “I’m doing the people’s work for OPRA”.  
Plaintiff’s purpose is not to vindicate OPRA but his own interest.  This is not me; this is written, 
this is an order from Judge Colman here and there was an application for attorney’s fees which 
was denied because he deemed that he was not a practicing attorney.  You can easily construe 
anything you want in media or say whatever you want to, to criticize and hurt people but I think 
Ed Marable had it right; at some point and time there has to be some moral compass here where 
people say to one another “Let’s do what’s right”.  Let’s do God’s work as opposed to all of this 
other stuff.  When it’s all said and done they can say whatever they want to say about me.  I 
really don’t tolerate certain things to my reputation but when it’s all said and done I know who I 
really have to answer to, I know who I have to make my best closing argument to and I think 
that everyone in this room and around this table know who we really have to answer to when it’s 
all said and done.  It all sounds great to come up and be critical, particularly with respect to this 
lawsuit that just occurred and was dismissed and yes you talk about money for firefighters and 
police officers and possible people being laid off.  We have to spend money to defend these law-
suits.   There was a comment about twenty thousand dollars, that is accurate and we know there 
are other place that money can go to. If we continue to fight lawsuits, I want everybody in the 
public to know, that’s more money that we’ll have to expend; and we know where a more viable 
place is for that money to go to.  You can say well I’m doing this on behalf of the people and the 
citizens and all that but the reality is we’re hurting citizens too, at least in my view because 
that’s money that have to be expended.   
 
The time that we take in my office (and I’ll reference other departments because maybe they can 
comment on it too) to respond to a voluminous amount of documents all the time; you talk about 
making copies, my copier is worn out in my office.  And guess what, we only have a certain 
copier limit number so after while we start getting charged for all the copies that we make.  You 
talk about expending monies and wasteful monies because we have to make copies of zillions and 
zillions and trillions of documents that we’re making and providing.  Then to have a mitigator 
call to say we are concealing documents.  It’s almost like accusing someone of criminality, if you 
will.  How can one site there and say that we’re concealing public documents when we’re 
releasing documents every day.  I heard at the court proceedings when it was a discussion about 
what the Council didn’t do, and what the Council wouldn’t do, and the Council didn’t ask these 
questions.  First of all, Ms. Jackson has made numerous presentations before this Council, the 
developers and prospective developers come here and make numerous presentations before this 
Council.  I believe Judge Kennedy has experience in terms of representing public entities and so 
I think he recognize how that process works.  You just can’t get up and say I’m being noble 
because I’m representing the people.  I just find it to be completely disingenuous.  Those are my 
thoughts relative to this litigation and with respect to what we have to continue to deal with, and 
address in my office and probably throughout this City.  I understand this is a democratic 
process and sure transparency is important but there’s a limit as to how we react to one another; 
and the kind of unnecessary burden that we place on a municipality who is strained for 
resources as we currently exist, in terms of getting work done and getting work out.  I said 
before, we’re public servants not public piñatas that’s beat to death all the time; at least I won’t 
be.  I just want to make it clear that this case was in fact dismissed; we will be getting the 
opinion, it will be coming in.  I’m sure the Judge has put everything on the record with respect 
to the facts and his findings of law because it wasn’t a jury trial, it was a bench trial.  The City in 
this instance has one and somebody lost and essentially that’s it.  I’ve lost, we have all lost at 
some point and time but the fact in the matter is that we accept it.  I read something about the  
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City is bludgeoned me.  You want to be bludgeoned, respond to five thousand OPRA requests 
every so many month, that’s being bludgeoned to some extent as far as I’m concerned.  If my 
comments sound somewhat terse or rough to some extent, I think one can appreciate my 
sentiments when it comes to what we had to expend here, on behalf of defending this City.  
(Twenty thousand dollars) We don’t have all the bills in quite frankly and I’m sure more will be 
forthcoming and that is where we currently stand.   
 
Council President asked that the Administration provide the Council with a copy of the 
Financial Statement.   
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to recess at 10:51 pm.  
 
Motion: Morton   Voice Vote    Second: Williams 
 
The Municipal Clerk entertained a Motion to reconvene at 11:09 pm.      
 
Motion: Corbitt        Second: Williams 
 

 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 

           
9)    ORDINANCES–SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING  
 
31-2010 An ordinance to amend the Code of the City of Orange Township, Chapter 88-1 
  entitled “Fees” for Certificates of Habitability. 
 

The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to  
 law. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 
 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward, state 
 his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the Presiding Officer. 
 
 Council President recognized Jeffrey Feld 
 
 Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street- Please see the attached detailed statement. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Owen McNally 
 
 Owen McNally, Stakeholder and owner of one hundred and fifteen units in Orange.  Mr. McNally stated 
 that he agrees with Mr. Feld as some rational should be provide for the drastic increase.  However, by the  
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 same token Mr. McNally stated that he has units in other municipalities and the market on inspections is 
 in the fifty dollar range.  Mr. McNally stated as a Landlord he doesn’t object to paying fifty dollars 
 because he feels it is reasonable.  He stated that he can see the purpose for it but it’s the annual that he’s 
 opposed to. 
  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to close Public Hearing.  
 
 Motion: Corbitt    Voice Vote   Second: Eason 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt        Second: Eason  
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Williams asked Director Jackson for a breakdown in 
 comparison to the other towns. (recording not clear- not speaking directly into 
 microphone)  
 
 Council President recognized Director Jackson 
 
 Director Jackson stated that there is no fee for the initial inspection, which is done in most 
 towns.  However, if we have to go back because requirements have not been met then an  
 
 additional fee of one hundred dollars is charged.  She state that the fees are in line with the cost 
 of covering the service. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she wanted to make this clear to Mr. McNally as he stated 
 some of the other municipalities are charging fifty dollars. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that she can’t speak for other municipalities because East Orange for 
 one charges fifty-five dollars not fifty dollars.  She stated that she canvassed the area and East  
 Orange’s maintenance division operates under a cost center so that they can cover their cost for 
 personnel.  Since East Orange has much more rental units then us they can probably charge a 
 lower fee and still cover their cost. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams in response stated, to be clear, our fees are based on the amount of 
 rental units and personnel cost.  
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
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32-2010 An ordinance amending, restating and supplementing the Property Maintenance 
  Code (Chapter 156-23) to require an annual inspection of all residential rental  
  properties. 
 

The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to  
 law. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 
 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward, state 
 his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the Presiding Officer. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Owen McNally  
 
 Mr. McNally of Maplewood stated that he has several properties in Orange, one being 311 Reynolds 
 Terrace.  Mr. McNally stated that the quality landlords in Orange would object to paying a C of H fee of 
 fifty dollars.  However, anything over that is going to take money out of tenant’s pockets.  He stated that 
 the increase for tenants can be raised by five percent but he would rather keep the increase to one to two 
 percent and keep a good tenant. 
 
 Mr. McNally feels that this will be damaging to the tenant from the stand point of cost pass through.  Mr. 
 McNally stated that the idea of annual inspections to focus on over crowding will not help the focus on 
 over crowding.  He stated that you have a partner in the landlord who is against over crowding as well 
 because it will cost more in maintenance and repairs to the property.  Mr. McNally stated that those 
 individuals in an over crowded situation is probably off the radar completely or living in someone’s  
 
 basement.  Mr. McNally expressed that an outside agency will not provide the same quality as he’s 
 received from the staff here in Orange.  He stated if an outside agency comes in, they’ll want to come 
 back to assure they receive a fee from the landlord and it will be injurious to the market in Orange, and 
 detrimental to its reputation.  He stated that landlords rather do business in Orange because it’s a better 
 town with a good rental base so he would hope that nothing is done to change this. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Jeffrey Feld 
 
 Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street- Please see the attached detailed statement. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Gloria Stewart 
 
 Gloria Stewart of 62 Hampton Terrace stated if the fees are increased then the cost will be passed on to 
 the tenants.   Therefore, you are indirectly penalizing the tenant.   Mrs. Stewart stated as it relates to an 
 outside agency that would be giving away control and resources.  Although there may not be a sufficient 
 amount of resources in house, it doesn’t make sense to outsource. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to close Public Hearing.  
 
 Motion: Corbitt   Voice Vote    Second: Morton 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt        Second: Eason 
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 On the Motion, Councilwoman Eason stated that she heard all of the comments.  However, she 
 has several apartments in her ward that she’s in and out of every day.  Councilwoman Eason 
 stated that an annual State inspection is needed because not all landlords are as diligent as the 
 gentleman that spoke. Therefore, we have to make sure that all residents have a desirable living 
 quarters and the properties meet the required code.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she is in 
 favor of this ordinance because its time that this is done at City level and not State.  Hopefully, in 
 time we will not have to outsource the job to an agency but bring it back in house and maybe we 
 can find a way not to contract it out.  Councilwoman Eason stated that it is key to have this 
 done, especially in her ward. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated to Director Jackson that she had mentioned one way to find out how 
 many people are living in an apartment is by bed count.  But there could be six people living in a 
 two bedroom apartment with a pull-out couch.  He stated if the bed isn’t unfolded then one will 
 never know so he wished her well that mission. 
  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Director Jackson 
 
 Director Jackson stated that the primary goal of this ordinance isn’t just to look out for illegal 
 occupancy.   Director Jackson stated for the record, as of June 30th they had five people working 
 in code enforcement and as of July 1st they have 2.  As mentioned by Councilwoman Eason, the 
 state comes does inspections every five years but an annual inspection allows us to look for 
 bedbugs, falling ceiling, mold sewage and etc.  She stated that we do need the assistance and we 
 need to cover our cost.  The reason for the one hundred dollars for the third inspection is so that 
 the landlord will be motivated to fix the problem beforehand, in order to avoid the fee. 
 
  
 Councilman Corbitt stated that he is aware of the need but he’s hoping that overcrowding will 
 be addressed as well, since it is an issue in this town.   
 
 Director Jackson stated that this should help with the issue as there is an annual rent roll and 
 only those who are registered to live in a unit should be in that unit.  Therefore, when they do 
 the inspection the number of occupants can be compared to the rent roll, which has never been 
 done. 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-Rasheed 
 Nays: Marable 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, One Nay, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
 
34-2010 An ordinance of the City of Orange Township authorizing the execution of an amended 
  and restated financial agreement with Walter G. Alexander Village Urban Renewal I,  
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  L.L.C. and granting a modified tax exemption for the Walter G. Alexander Revitalization 
  Project – Phase I. 
  

The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to  
 law. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 
 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward, state 
 his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the Presiding Officer. 
 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Jeffrey Feld- Please see the attached handout with chart 
 and detailed statement. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to close Public Hearing.  
 
 Motion: Corbitt    Voice Vote    Second: Eason 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt         Second: Eason 
  
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 

 
35-2010 An ordinance of the City of Orange Township authorizing the execution of an amended 
  and restated financial agreement with Walter G. Alexander Village Urban Renewal II,  
  L.L.C. and granting a modified tax exemption for the Walter G. Alexander Revitalization 
  Project – Phase II. 

 
The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to  

 law. 
 

 Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 
 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward, state 
 his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the Presiding Officer. 
  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to close Public Hearing.  
 
 Motion: Corbitt   Voice Vote    Second: Eason 
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 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt        Second: Eason 
  
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
 
10)        ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION /FIRST READING  
 
 None 
    

  11)        CONSENT AGENDA 
  
ALL ITEMS LISTED WITH AN ASTERISK (*) ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  THERE WILL BE NO 
SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER SO 
REQUESTS, IN WHICH EVENT, THE ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE GENERAL 
ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CONSIDERED IN ITS NORMAL SEQUENCE OF THE AGENDA. 

 
***The Clerk announced those resolutions that were being brought from the floor and read them 
into the record as follows: 
 
328- 2010 Resolution setting forth requirements and procedures for Administration’s layoff 
   plans 
 
329- 2010 A resolution authorizing the City Engineer to sign a NJDEP Treatment Works 
   approval application for the connection of a 48- unit senior residential dwelling  
   into the City of Orange Township Sanitary Sewer System.   
 
330- 2010 A resolution authorizing the City Engineer to sign a NJDEP Treatment Works 
   approval application for the connection of a 66 low-rise, mixed income residential 
   units into the City of Orange Township Sanitary Sewer System. 

 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed suspend the rules of the agenda to place resolution 328- 2010, 
329-2010 and 330-2010 on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion: Corbitt        Second: Jones-Bell 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
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 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
 
  RESOLUTIONS NO. *313- 2010 - *325- 2010, *327- 2010- *330- 2010 
 
 
*313-2010 A resolution to conduct a tax lien sale after the eleventh day of the eleventh month of the 

  fiscal year pursuant to Chapter 99, Public Law 1977.  
 
*314-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange to enter into a contractual agreement with 

  Associated Humane Societies, Inc. to provide animal shelter and other veterinary services 
  for the City of Orange Township for the period of January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 
  in an amount not to exceed  $77,550.00. 

 
*315-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange to enter into a contractual agreement with 

  Rosario Zambrano, M.D. for physician services in the Tuberculosis Control Clinic for 
  Children in the Orange Health Department in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00. 

 
*316-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange to enter into a contractual agreement with 

  Patrick Van Martin-Yeboah, MD for physician services in the Child Health Clinic in the 
  Orange Health Department in an amount not to exceed $17,000.00. 

 
*317-2010 A resolution authorizing Change Order No. 1 to modify the contract for the project  

  known as the Ogden Street and Chapman Street Roadway Improvements for additional 
  police traffic directors in the amount not to exceed $4,180.00. 

 
*318-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to enter into an interlocal  

  agreement with the City of East Orange for the use of the East Orange roadway salt 
  storage structure for the winter seasons 2010-2013. 

 
*319-2010 A resolution authorizing the awarding of a contract for the 2010 NJDOT Roadway  

  Improvements to New England Terrace (between Scotland Road to Lincoln Avenue), 
  Cleveland Street (between Park Avenue to Lakeside Avenue) and Fairview Avenue  
  (between Lincoln Avenue to Scotland Rd.) to Smith-Sondy Asphalt Construction Co., 
  Inc., 150 Anderson Avenue, Wallington, New Jersey 07057 in the amount not to exceed 
  $415,775.67. 

 
*320-2010 A resolution rescinding the Redevelopment Agreement designating RPM Development 

  LLC, as redeveloper for a portion of the Central Orange Redevelopment Area. 
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*321-2010 A resolution authorizing the submission of certain project applications received from the 
  Orange Community for inclusion within the County of Essex Home Program Grant  
  Application for the 2011 year. 

 
*322-2010 A resolution authorizing the submission of certain project applications received from the 

  Orange Community for inclusion within the County of Essex Community Development 
  Block Grant Application for 2011 year. 

 
*323-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to remove various vacant  

  properties from its existing City of Orange Township abandoned properties list. 
 
*324-2010 A resolution approving a redevelopment agreement and designating RPM Development, 

  LLC as redeveloper for Block 2701, Lots 20 and 21, within the Central Orange  
  Redevelopment Area. 

 
*325-2010 A resolution approving a redevelopment agreement and designating RPM Development 

  for 3501, Lots 28, 29 and 30, within the Central Orange Redevelopment Area. 
 
*327-2010 A resolution authorizing the issuance of a raffle license. (SS Nicholas, Constantine & 

  Helen Greek Orthodox Church) 
 

*328- 2010 Resolution setting forth requirements and procedures for Administration’s layoff  
  plans 

 
*329- 2010 A resolution authorizing the City Engineer to sign a NJDEP Treatment Works  
  approval application for the connection of a 48- unit senior residential dwelling  

  into the City of Orange Township Sanitary Sewer System.   
 

*330- 2010 A resolution authorizing the City Engineer to sign a NJDEP Treatment Works  
  approval application for the connection of a 66 low-rise, mixed income residential  
  units into the City of Orange Township Sanitary Sewer System. 
 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt Consent Agenda. 
 

 Motion: Eason       Second: Williams 
 
  
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
 Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and No Absences. 
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 The Municipal Clerk announced those resolutions that were removed for a separate vote. 
 
312-2010 A resolution approving the bill list dated November 24, 2010 and approving checks issued 
  by the  Finance Department in accordance with Ordinance 2-95. (Pages 1-26, Grand  
  Total:  $1,078,152.99) 
 
  Motion: Corbitt       Second: Williams 
 
  On the Motion, Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that he will not be voting in 
  favor of the bill list and hopes that his colleagues will vote on it in its entirety. 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 

Yeas: Eason and Jones-Bell 
Nays: Corbitt, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-Rasheed 

  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 

Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Two Yeas, Five Nays, 
No Abstentions and No Absences. 

 
326-2010 A resolution appointing Lerch, Vinci &  Higgins, LLP, Certified Municipal Accountants, 

  17-17 Route 208, Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 to act as budget consultants to the City 
  Council of the City of Orange Township, New Jersey upon adoption of this resolution in 
  an amount not to exceed $18,000.00. 

 
  Motion: Corbitt       Second: Williams 
 
  The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 

Yeas: Corbitt, Eason Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
Rasheed 

  Nays: Marable 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 

Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, 
No Abstentions and No Absences. 
 
Point of Order, Councilwoman Williams stated to Council President Abdul-Rasheed that 
resolution 328-2010 called for him to appoint an Investigative Committee.  She stated that 
she didn’t know Council President’s procedure but asked if he could roll it out before the 
next meeting. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed replied, duly noted. 

    
12) OTHER PENDING BUSINESS 
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13) MOTION TO ADJOURN       

 
Motion: Corbitt          Second: Morton 

  
 Adjournment Time: 11:52 PM 
 
 
 

            
 Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
 Municipal Clerk     Council Vice President 
 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on December 21, 2010 
  
 Conference & Regular Meeting on December 7, 2010 
 

Motion to Adopt: Abdul-Rasheed     Second: Morton   
   

The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Council Vice  President Marable  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absences: Abdul-Rasheed 
 

Council Vice President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and One Absence. 
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